With Leonardo to Cardiff
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The EU founded Leonardo stipend gives Norwegian professionals a great opportunity to learn and find inspiration from colleagues throughout Europe. Hordaland County supports this way of building both corporate links and skills. Kirsten Marie Ese, adviser at the European office, is in charge of coordinating all applications from Hordaland. 
Cardiff County Council and Hordaland County Council have a formal collaboration agreement. This makes it easier to visit and build relations between them.  Susan Jones is the international officer in Cardiff and she is the one who facilitates a Leonardo-visit.
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From a public planners point of view Cardiff is a very interesting target for studying contemporary planning. The School of City and Regional planning at the University of Cardiff is ranked very high, the best on research in Great Brittan, and gives excellent accredited education.  The counties nearby, Cardiff and Vale of Glamorgan, have a staff of well-skilled officers working with demanding planning tasks. They are famous throughout Europe for their ambitions and results.   
In addition, the young nation of Wales has its head office in Cardiff and the ministry of environment is working very hard to establish a Welsh policy in matters that are relevant for Hordaland.  The United Kingdom has been regarded one of the best internationally in public planning since the first act of planning was sanctioned in 1947.  The idealistic organization Royal Town Planning Institute has promoted planning knowledge and the accreditation of planners and planning education for a long time. RTPI is now represented in Cardiff with a Welsh branch.  
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Travelling to Cardiff is therefore from a planner’s point of view like going on a pilgrim tour. To meet the famous Welsh hospitality from all of these institutions and to live in a city built for greeting visitors add new competence and makes the stay a well invested two weeks.  
Marit Rødseth, Hordaland county council
  
TEKST TIL BILDE:


1: Susan Jones greeting in the lobby


2: Phil Williams and Nigel Hanson in City Hall, Cardiff 


3: Cardiff Bay 








