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Welcome to the international newsletter from Hordaland County Council, giving you a short 
introduction to the county’s international activities during the last 6 months. Although the 
list is not extensive, we nevertheless hope to give you an idea of the breadth of activities 
that takes place within our region. The next newsletter will be sent out in June.
 
This autumn has again been a very active one, with activities taking place within a wide 
range of topics; a new “Hordaland class” has been started in Normandie, the new project 
“Craft international” has taken over where the economusée left and the Munch exhibition 
from Bergen Arts Museum broke the record at Musée des Beaux-Arts in Caen – just to 
mention a few.

Hordaland County Council, International Section, P.O. Box 7900, 5020 Bergen, Norway
Editor: Charlotte Lillefjære-Tertnæs, Charlotte.Lillefjaere-Tertnaes@hfk.no

02/11

Hordaland’s partner regions are important to us. After the new County Mayor and Deputy Mayor 
took office on October 19th they have taken the opportunity to visit several of our partner regions

County Mayor Tom-Christer Nilsen and 

Deputy Mayor Mona Hellesnes with Lord Mayor of Cardiff, 

Prof. Delme Bowen and wife
County Mayor Tom-Christer Nilsen and 

Deputy Mayor Mona Hellesnes with 

Lord Provost of Edinburgh, George Grubb and wife

Deputy Mayor Mona Hellesnes with representatives from Hordaland 
and Basse-Normandie during the Boréales festival

County Mayor Tom-Christer Nilsen hands over a gift to 
Convenor of Orkney Islands Council, Stephen Hagan
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”In Cardiff a tree was planted to commemorate the 
victims of 22nd of July”

Our partner regions
Sympathy in the 
wake of 22nd of July
After the tragic events that took place in Oslo 
and on the island of Utøya on the 22nd of July 
2011, Hordaland County Council received 
expressions of sympathy from many Euro-
pean regions and organisations. The County 
Mayor of Hordaland received letters of con-
dolence from the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, 
the regional President of Basse-Normandie, 
the Ûberburgermeister of Erfurt (capital city 
of Thüringen), Convener of the Orkney Is-
lands and the Lord Mayor of Cardiff, as well 
as the Cardiff Council – among others. In 
Kirkwall, Orkney Islands Council placed a 
book of condolences in St. Magnus Cathe-
dral and in Cardiff there was a book of con-
dolences placed in the Norwegian Church 
Arts Centre. Both have been forwarded to 
the Norwegian National Archives in Oslo af-

ter perusal at Hordaland County Council. In 
Cardiff there was also an initiative taken to 
raise money for the Utøya memorial fund, as 
well as a special ceremony of reflection at the 
Norwegian church.

Basse-Normandie, France

Voss present at medieval 
festival in Bayeux

The city of Voss in Hordaland has for the last 
few years had twinning relations with Bayeux 
in Basse-Normandie. From the 1st to the 3rd 
of July 2011, a delegation from Voss headed 
by then mayor of Voss Berit Gunn Lunde Aar-
vik, took part in the annual medieval festival 
in Bayeux. Together with the head of the cul-
tural department and the international edu-
cation coordinator, the delegation was also 
joined by 4 young musicians from Voss Cul-
ture School who performed during the week. 
One of them, who plays the particular Har-
danger fiddle, even made a special demon-
stration at the music school in Bayeux. The 
delegation participated in the official opening 
of the festival, as well as the big nocturnal 
parade. More

http://www.lamanchelibre.fr/actualite-26451-medievales-les-grands-moyens-pour-bel-age.html
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Start-up for the “Hordaland class” 
in Normandie

The “Hordaland class in Normandie” which 
was initially approved by the political authori-
ties in Hordaland in April 2010, selected its 
first group of students in spring 2011. Four 
students from different schools in Hordaland 
were approved for studies in Normandie and 
started their academic year in France in Sep-
tember 2011. The students attend two differ-
ent schools in the vicinity of Caen; 
Lycée Jean Rostand and Lycée Expérimen-
tale Clé while they are all housed at the for-
mer. This first year, the placement of these 
students has almost been taken the form of 
a pilot project, but from 2012 the “Normand-
ie class” is part of the Norwegian National 

”The students from Hordaland at the Munch exhibition in Caen”

Department of Education in Hordaland, met 
with the students in Caen as the students 
and their local host families were invited to a 
special viewing of the exhibition.

Continued cooperation 
between the schools

Several schools in Hordaland have set up bi-
lateral links with schools in Basse-Normand-
ie. For autumn 2011 some of these activities 
include:

Bjørgvin videregående has established 
links with Lycée Sivard-de-Beaulieu in 
Carentan. A first visit was made in late June 
2011 when teachers from Bjørgvin went to 
Carentan to plan the future exchange of 

students. They were very well received by 
the local teachers. The plan is now that the 
first group of students will go from Bergen to 
Carentan in March next year.

The agricultural school at Voss has links 
with Lycée Agricole de Coutance and visits 
have been made already and Letters of Inten-
tion have been signed with both the school 
and a local equestrian centre, run by a Nor-
wegian woman. This December a delegation 
from the school at Voss visited both the ag-
ricultural school and the equestrian centre in 
order to sort out the final details before the 
placement of students start.

Budget and there are plans to send the full 
group of 15 students to 5 schools.

Despite some initial obstacles that needed to 
be resolved, the students are very happy with 
their experiences in Normandie so far. They 
are settling into their classes as well as the 
host families that they are staying with during 
the week-ends. Their French competences 
are also improving at great speed. 

During the opening of the Munch exhibition 
in Caen in November, Unn Fauskanger, prin-
cipal at Voss gymnas, the school coordinat-
ing the “class” and Berit Roksvåg from the 
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Fusa vidaregåande has links with Lycée 
Alain Chartier in Bayeux. Their focus is on 
the natural sciences; ecology/environment 
and mathematics. This October a group of 
students from Fusa visited Bayeux (together 
with students from Voss gymnas) and they 
are expecting a group back to Fusa in March. 
The students all gave very positive feed-back 
on this trip that gave them a good insight into 
the daily life of French youth.
 

Sandsli videregående has links with Lycée 
Rabelais outside of Caen, related to food 
preparation and –serving. This November 
and December five students from Rabelais 
are doing 4 weeks of work placements in 
Bergen. Four of them work at Jacob’s Res-
taurant which is also managing the place-
ment, while the last one works at restaurant 
Lucullus. At Sandsli they are very happy that 
they now have achieved a two-way stream of 
students on placement.

“French students on work placement at Jacob’s in Bergen”

”Kari Agerli, teacher at Voss agricultural school – developing new links in Normandie”
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Cooperation with Bergen breaks the record of art museum in Normandy
Cultural cooperation Hordaland - Basse-Normandie 
By Tone Stedal Haugland, Department of Culture and Sports

Cooperation within arts and culture play an 
important role in the three year action plan 
that was signed between Hordaland and 
Basse-Normandie in November 2009. The 
most spectacular and visible sign of our co-
operation this year was the opening of the 
exhibition L’Univers d’Edvard Munch. This 
marked the 20th anniversary of the festival 
Les Boréales, an interdisciplinary festival 
that during the first two weeks of November 
focuses on Nordic art and culture. Les Boré-
ales is considered among the 5 most impor-
tant festivals in France. 

This year the Nordic platform for perform-
ing arts production was a major event dur-
ing the Boréales. For two days, it puts the 
focus on Norwegian contemporary theatre/
dance. Alan Lucien Øyen/Winter Guest, 
based in Bergen, was one of four participat-
ing Norwegian companies. Nordic platform 
is not only a considerable project in financial 
terms (counting for about a third of the festi-
val’s budget), but also marks a strong focus 
on close and lasting cooperation. In addition 
to presenting these productions to the gen-
eral public at Les Boréales, theatre directors 
all over France were invited to see the work 
and be introduced to both the Norway scene 
in general and the participating companies 
more specifically. Hopefully this will lead to 
increased knowledge of Norwegian contem-
porary theatre in France. 

The exhibition L’Univers d’Edvard Munch is 
the result of cooperation between Bergen 
Art museum and Musée des Beaux-Arts de 
Caen. Bergen Art Museum provided 15 es-
sential Munch paintings to the exhibition 
and by their connection to the private collec-
tor Gundersen there was an addition of 50 
Munch prints from his collection. The combi-
nation of paintings and stamps showed very 
well Munch’s obsession with the same mo-

tives and the varieties amongst them.  The 
opening weekend resulted in the best visited 
exhibition of the museum - ever, with 2800 
visitors. L’univers d’Edvard Munch will be in 
Caen until February.
The exhibition Meeting point wood also 
opened in Caen the first weekend in No-
vember. More than an exhibition, this is also 
a starting point for a wider cooperation be-
tween Norman and Norwegian museums on 
how to use wood in building boats and hous-
es. The two regional administrations own the 
project while the Museum Centre of Horda-
land and the cultural heritage organisation 
CRECET in Normandy developed the project 
together with local partner museums. The ex-
hibition will tour museums in Normandy over 
the next years before moving on to cooper-
ating museums in Hordaland. Seminars and 
workshops are linked to the exhibition which 
will also have local variations as it moves to 
different museums. 
The action plan also envisions exchange of 
artists. The first artist in residence at USF in 
Bergen this autumn, Alexis Debeuf is soon 
to finish his three months’ stay. The cultural 
administrations are now developing a pro-
gramme for continued exchange of artists in 
residence.
The relationship between the two regions 
has strengthened during the last two years, 
and most of the objectives of the action plan 
has been fulfilled or is on its way to be ful-
filled. There has been interesting and valu-
able exchanges of experiences and practices 
between politicians and administrative staff, 
but the main objective is to work for the best 
for the artists and cultural institutions and 
organisations of the two regions. Many art-
ists and cultural actors in Hordaland have 
large international networks, but few work 
in France or together with French partners. 
Hopefully this cooperation can give them a 
way into cooperation with France.  
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”Sunnhordaland museums’s programme ”I am building a boat” – was popular with children in Caen”

“Large crowds at the opening of the munch exhibition”
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Local choir from Bergen 
holds concerts in Caen

Marking the 1100th anniversary of Viking 
chief “Gange Rolv” from Western Norway be-
coming Rollon, the first duke of Normandie, 
the choir “Bøneskoret” from one of Bergen’s 
western suburbs wanted to create a meeting-
point with singers from Normandie. Together 
with the choir “Arioso” from Caen, they per-
formed for a full Saint André Church in Caen 
on 23rd of October. The choirs sang together 
in Norwegian, French and Latin. 

In recognition of the close association of 
the two regions within the cultural field, 
Bøneskoret also gave a concert at the re-
gional council on 20th of October. The re-
gional council of Basse-Normandie is located 
in an ancient abbey; Abbaye aux Dames with 
its own magnificent abbey church. This pro-
vided a great frame for this celebration of the 
partnership between Hordaland and Basse-
Normandie. Hordaland County Council’s had 
also provided some financial support to the 
choir helping them to go through with this 
project. 

“Bøneskoret performs in the Abbeye aux Dames”
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Hordaland continues the Christmas traditions in the partner regions
By Charlotte Lillefjære-Tertnæs, International section

It has become tradition for Hordaland County 
Council to start its Christmas season by light-
ing the Christmas lights in three of its partner 
regions; Edinburgh, Cardiff and the Orkneys. 
What started out with the donation of Christ-
mas trees has in all three places become 
larger events, winter festivals, involving con-
certs and other activities.

The three winter festivals have developed dif-
ferent profiles; in Edinburgh it has become a 
part of a large event organised by the city. 
In Cardiff the Norwegian Church Arts Centre 
has a central location, as well as the group 
of students from Hordaland living there. In 
the Orkney Islands it is perhaps the local and 
popular involvement that makes the greatest 
impression.
 
Edinburgh
Every year since 1986, Hordaland has given 
a Christmas tree to the citizens of Edinburgh. 
The tree is currently placed on the Mound and 
the always spectacular tree lighting ceremo-
ny attracted an estimated number of 10’000 
spectators on 24th November 2011. Even 
though the fireworks had to be cancelled due 
to very strong winds, the “snow queen” that 

was lifted 14 meters up, with built-in pyro-
techniques, made the Scottish capital live up 
to its slogan “Edinburgh Sparkles”!

After the lighting ceremony, almost 900 peo-
ple filled up St. Giles Cathedral to attend the 
annual advent concert with Edinburgh Uni-
versity Chamber Choir, directed by Eric von 
Ibler, and musicians from Hordaland Mari-
anne Juvik Sæbø (soprano) and Knut Chris-
tian Jansson (piano). More
 
Cardiff
In Cardiff a Christmas tree has been placed 
and lighted outside the old Norwegian Sea-
men’s Church, turned arts centre, in Cardiff 
bay. This year tradition changed slightly as 
a 4 meter spruce was planted outside the 
church – a tree that will serve as the “Horda-
land Christmas Tree” from this year on. The 
background was a local wish to plant a tree to 
remember those who lost their lives in Oslo 
and on Utøya on 22nd of July 2011. County 
Mayor Tom-Christer Nilsen, together with 
Mette Valle from the organisation AUF, un-
veiled a plaque next to the tree during the 
Christmas light ceremony on Sunday 27th of 
November 2011. More

“Edinburgh Sparkles”

http://www.hordaland.no/Internasjonalt/Internasjonalt---aktuelt/Storslagen-tenning-av-julelysa-i-Edinburgh/
http://www.hordaland.no/Internasjonalt/Internasjonalt---aktuelt/Hordalandsjuletre-planta-i-Cardiff/
mailto: charlotte.lillefjaere@hfk.no
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This year there was no concert by the Hord-
aland musicians, but County Mayor Tom-
Christer Nilsen officially opened an exhibi-
tion on the polar explorer Roald Amundsen 
commemoration the 100th anniversary of his 
expedition to the South Pole.

Orkney Isles
This year’s musical gift to the people on the 
Orkney Islands was the vocal group “TAUS” 
from Bergen, consisting of singers Irene 
Adolfsen, Kristine Bjånes, Elin Hestenes 
and Beate B Kvalsvik. The group’s school 

concerts on different isles from Wednesday 
30th of November to Friday 2nd of December 
were a great success. 

The official delegation, headed by County 
Mayor Tom-Christer Nilsen arrived on Fri-
day 2nd of December. Over the week-end 
there were different events marking the close 
bonds between the two regions. The high-
light was, however, the concert “NordLys” in 
St. Magnus Cathedral on Sunday evening 
where local young musical talents, together 
with the singers from Hordaland, gave a con-
cert intended to bring light and hope. More

 St. Lucia Orkney girls

http://www.hordaland.no/Internasjonalt/Internasjonalt---aktuelt/Julelysa-tent-pa-Orknoyane/
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Cardiff, Wales

“The Hordaland class” in Cardiff

Since 1996, Hordaland County Council has 
offered its students the opportunity to take 
the second year of upper secondary school 
in Wales. We are thus on the 16th class. 
“Hordaland class” is, however, a slightly im-
precise term as the students from Hordaland 
are not kept in a single class but spread out 
to 5 different schools in Cardiff and Barry – 
this to help them integrate more easily. Al-
though the class is coordinated by Knarvik vi-
deregående, the students come from schools 
all over the region. This year, the 15 girls and 
2 boys come from Masfjorden to the north to 
Bømlo to the south of the county.

In connection with the annual “Christmas 
lights visit” to Cardiff, the County Mayor of 
Hordaland had asked for some extra time 
with the students. As this is an important 
project for Hordaland County Council, get-
ting the participants’ direct feed-back is im-
portant. After the meeting with the delegation 
from Hordaland, the Lord Mayor of Cardiff 
invited the students for dinner at Cardiff City 
and County Council’s Mansion House. More

Planning visit, increased 
youth exchange

This autumn we had project meetings with 
Cardiff City and County Council about en-
vironmental/climate strategies, public health 
projects at schools, exchange of exhibitions 
and youth work. Contact meetings were car-
ried out with ICP Partenariate in Wales for 
continued cooperation on European Volun-
tary Service (EVS). We visited a host project 
at the Hospital for Mental Health in Cardiff 
that will receive one volunteer from Horda-
land in February for 6 months. Two new Nor-
wegian volunteers are applied for and will 
hopefully start next autumn. After finishing 
their projects in Cardiff, the volunteers will 
give presentations at schools in Hordaland 
about the topic mental health.

“The students from Hordaland in Cardiff” “The coordinators from the coming 
EVS project in Cardiff”

http://www.hordaland.no/Internasjonalt/Internasjonalt---aktuelt/Nogde-elevar-i-Cardiff/
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Orkney Islands, 
Scotland

Musicians to Voss 
and Bergen in June

In June, 28 members of the Orkney West 
Mainland Strathspey & Reel Society, a group 
of folk musicians from the Orkney Islands, 
visited Bergen. The same group also vis-
ited Bergen in July 2008. Before coming to 
Bergen, though, the group spent two days 
at Voss and enjoyed two days of glorious 
sunshine and performed an outdoor concert 
at Tre Brør Café. Back in Bergen, they had 
less luck with the weather, but still played two 
outdoor concerts on Torgalmenningen (in 
the rain) and a big concert in Troldsalen in 
Edward Grieg’s home Troldhaugen, with the 
assistance of the Department of Culture in 
Hordaland County Council. They also went to 

the island of Sotra where they had a concert 
for the elderly at Straume followed by a social 
evening with the Sotra Folkedance group. “A 
memorable trip enjoyed by all - can’t wait for 
the next one!” says Ishbel Borland, member 
of the group and president of Orkney Norway 
Friendship Association. More

“From the rehearsal at Grieg’s Trold-
haugen” (Photo: ONFA)

The Fedje-Orkney connection
by Jan Torry Sande, cultural administration, 
Fedje municipality

The municipality of Fedje sent two represent-
atives, me and Grete Herøy, to the Orkneys 
with the aim of finding new ways of organ-
izing the fields of culture-, health- and social 
services. We experienced a lot worth men-
tioning, but this is not the occasion to tell eve-
rything. 

We arrived on Friday the second of Decem-
ber. First we had a meeting with representa-
tives from the field of culture. We learned the 

Orcadian way of organising festivals which 
largely relies on volunteer workers; locals 
and people from all over Britain. Two large-
scale festivals generate a lot of publicity and 
tourism and put the Orkneys on the map.

We had a good talk with representatives from 
the office of social- and healthcare, who gave 
us a glimpse into the Orcadian way of run-
ning childcare, education, healthcare and the 
care of the elderly. We closely discussed the 
local problems of alcohol drinking and men-
tal illness. We explored some differences be-
tween our local way of solving such problems 
and the Orcadian way. 

”Representatives from Fedje together with the Hordaland delegation to Orkney”

The generosity and hos-
pitality of the Orcadian 
people seem to be beyond 
borders. They shared ex-
perience and information 
without limitation. We owe 
them some in return, which 
I hope we can be able to 
give. Tank you all!

http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/onfa/index.asp?pageid=3414
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Kaunas, Lithuania

Buss donated to Kaunas city 
for the 25th time

Hordaland County Council is responsible for 
public transport, and there are plenty of old 
but working buses that are not being used 
due to new requirements. A great initiative 
then, to give these buses away! The Kaunas 
region, a long time partner region of Horda-
land was a natural choice. This September 
marked a 20 year anniversary for the dona-
tion of buses, the last one being the 25th 

“Driver Jan Gaassand, Nils Kristian Øye from Tide and 
head of admissions Nils Skavhellen”

one! The buses are donated by the regional 
transport company Tide and head of the Ad-
mission Office in Hordaland County Council, 
Nils Skavhellen is the local initiative taker.  
Jan Gassand has personally driven all the 25 
buses for these 20 years, but the he might 
have driven his last bus now. Due to a steady 
economic growth in Lithuania the need is 
simply not as great anymore. 

The buses have been and still are of great 
value to schools and kindergartens as it al-
lows more excursions for the kids. It saves the 
public transport section on Lithuania money, 
and the bus itself will have a real purpose, 
rather than being turned to waste. More

Kaunas and Hordaland together in 
project application 

Hordaland has been invited to participate 
in a Youth in Action exchange in August 
2012 in Detmold, Germany. Under the pro-
ject title “Get active! Generations hand in 
hand”, young and old people from different 
countries will meet and compare their lives. 
This inter-generational project is in coopera-
tion between Germany, Lithuania (Kaunas), 
Norway (Hordaland), Italy (Caserta), Poland 
(Margonin), and Greece (Kallithea).

Thüringen, Germany

New class of electro 
students in Erfurt
By Liv Skipenes, Askøy videregående skole

The nine students from Hordaland are well 
on their way with their schooling in Erfurt. 
They left for Germany towards the end of Oc-
tober, after nine weeks of courses at Askøy 
videregående where they had intensive Ger-
man classes as well as electro and their 
compulsory courses. During the last couple 
of months the students have had a combi-
nation of theoretical education at Andreas 
Gordon Schule in Erfurt and a few weeks of 
placements at the training centres at Bosch 
(data and electronics), E-on (el-energy) and 
Schuler (automatisation). They have settled 
in to their new life, and despite a lot of confu-
sion and some surprises, they are handling 

the situation very well and are receiving good 
feed-backs, both from the school, the hostel, 
their contact person and the work places. 
They have established good contact with the 
local students and although a lot of the com-
munication is still in English, their German is 
fast improving.

”This year’s electro students in Erfurt”

http://www.hordaland.no/Aktuelt/Arkiv-nyhende/2011/September/Jubileum-for-bussgavene-til-Litauen/
livski@hfk.no
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This is the 4th time we have an electro class 
in Erfurt and the fact that everyone involved 
now knows us and the way that this class 
works, helps us a lot. In addition to this, An-
dreas Gordon Schule has had a very posi-
tive experience with a project within the “Gjør 
det!” (“Do it!”) programme, where apprentic-
es were exchanged. A former student partici-
pated in this project and four former students 
have also visited this year’s students (during 
the Christmas market in Erfurt), so the elec-
tro class in Erfurt has all signs of becoming 
an ever more vital part of the cooperation be-
tween Hordaland and Thüringen. 

Exchange of apprentices 

Following up on the existing collaboration 
concerning the electro class, a new project 
has been established that will exchange 
electro apprentices between Hordaland and 
Erfurt. Funded by the Norwegian-German 
exchange programme “Gjør det!” (“Do it!”), 
Hordaland County Council and the training 
office for the electro industry together with 
the education authorities in Erfurt have de-
veloped the joint project “Safety at the work 
place”. In September 12 electro apprentices 
from Hordaland spent 3 weeks in Erfurt and 
in October the German apprentices came to 
Hordaland. More

Several municipalities were present at the 
meeting, as well as actors from the indus-
trial sector. Although there are obvious con-
textual differences between Thüringen and 
Hordaland, there are enough similarities for 
a potential partnership. Odda was in particu-
lar interested, as well as Osterøy. Lars Mjøs, 
industrial consultant from Osterøy, arranged 
a very successful study tour to Osterøy for 
the Germans guests where they visited in-
dustries and schools. We will follow up the 
initiative further. 

“Electro apprentices from Bergen on their way to Erfurt”

Thüringen comes to Bergen 

In September, Hordaland County Council, 
hosted a meeting with three delegates from 
Thüringen. They were here with a project pro-
posal, looking for potential partners in Horda-
land. The project is called “JobPointer”, and 
addresses unemployment issues as well as 
competence deficit in local industries. Their 
solution is a smart paternoster model, where 
both issues are tackled in one. It involves 
a coordinated effort between employment-
offices, businesses and educational institu-
tions. This way it also helps local growth, and 
encourages settlement rather than migration 
to bigger cities.

Project application 
– “Eco Regions”

The cooperation with Thüringen also repre-
sents an opportunity for Hordaland County 
Council to join new partnerships at regional 
level in applications for EU funded projects. 
One of these applications is to the INTER-
REG IVC programme, with a project called 
“Eco Regions”. The overall objective of this 
project is to transfer the best practices of 
public authorities in order to endorse regional 
and local policies aiming at supporting eco 
innovation development in the private sector 
(SME’s) in European territories, with a strong 
focus on green technologies. Nine partners 
from Germany, Italy, France, Sweden, Fin-
land, Norway and Poland is represented in 
the project application. The “exported good 
practices” from Hordaland will be “Hordaland 
Climate Action Program 2010 – 20111” and 
“Biogas production & supply to local indus-
try (SME’s)”. The final decision will be made 
mid-December 2011.

“Visit to industry at Osterøy”

http://www.hordaland.no/Aktuelt/Arkiv-nyhende/2011/Februar/Tysk-norsk-utveksling-av-elektrikarlarlingar/
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The cooperation with Freistaat 
Thüringen proves beneficial to 
Hordaland
By Lars Tveit, Coordinator International 
Economic development, Hordaland

In September 2009 the County Mayor of 
Hordaland signed a formal contract with Fre-
istaat Thüringen to promote economic devel-
opment in both regions. This contract is the 
first of its kind for our region, and came as a 
result of close and beneficial cooperation be-
tween these two regions for the last 20 years. 
The “Communiqúe” gives specific attention to 
entrepreneurship & innovation, competitive-
ness, industrial R&D, education, employment 
and mobility. These are all focus areas both 
in the Regional Development Program (RUP/
Hordaland), and in the Regional Operational 
Programme for German Land Thüringen (EU 
strategies/Structural funds). 

For all European regions, taking part in de-
velopment projects in the EU is considered 
a necessity for industry, R&D institutions, or-
ganizations and public authorities, and aims 
to build international networks and to ex-
change experience and knowledge. 

Ahead of every annual call for EU projects, 
Hordaland County Council brings together 
potential partners from our region, where 
also representatives from LEG (Landes En-
twicklungs Gesellshaft) Thüringen are pre-
sent. This promotion initiative has proved 
to be vital for the awareness and motiva-
tion to join international partnerships. As a 

result of this cooperation, ten partners from 
Hordaland have so far participated in seven 
projects together with a large number of re-
gions from other countries (France, Austria, 
Poland, Finland,...) related to the Thüringian 
Industrial Network 

In the 2011 call several partners from Hord-
aland are in a very good position to be ac-
cepted. The municipality of Samnanger and 
Kraftsenteret in Tysse are partners in “Devel-
opment of micro hydro power plants for spe-
cific landscape and water structures in Euro-
pean low mountain ranges and the example 
of the Thüringen forest”. Christian Michelsen 
Research and Imenco AS is involved in “Ro-
bust handheld sensor system technique for 
3D corrosion for material preserving repair 
of pipeline systems in complicated environ-
ments”, and finally University of Bergen, In-
stitute of Physics & Technology is partner 
in “NanoBatt – Enhancement of the perfor-
mance of electrochemical storage devices by 
nanostructuring of surfaces and materials”. 

Information about the individual projects is 
presented on www.hordaland.no/vi-fekk-til-
skot 

Feedback from institutions that have taken 
part in these transregional projects has all 
along been very positive. Growing interest 
and participation also fulfills the ambitions in 
Regional Development Program Hordaland 
(RUP) to support local industry in their at-
tempts to succeed internationally by joining 
partnerships and projects in the EU area.

“Lars Tveit from Hordaland together with Katherine 
Wagner and Lars Wrage from LEG Thüringen”

mailto: lars.tveit@hfk.no
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Edinburgh, Scotland

Exchange of volunteers

Hordaland County Council sent a volunteer 
to the Good Food project organised by Ed-
inburgh Cyrenians. This organisation works 
with homeless and socially excluded people, 
looking at the support that can be provided 
to find long term solutions and a life away 
from problems that have been so central to 

individuals. The Good Food project is about 
redistribution of food and cooking classes for 
socially excluded people. The volunteer from 
Hordaland started her work there in June and 
will stay for about one year. More

Cooperation through 
international organisations

Assembly of European 
Regions (AER)
Hordaland is one of 270 member regions in 
AER, which was founded in 1985 to increase 
the dialog and cooperation between Euro-
pean regions. 

AER Summer School

AER organises a Summer School every year 
in August. This year’s theme was “Youth in 
a changing society”. From Hordaland, two 
young representatives from Hordaland Youth 
Council and one officer participated. The 
AER summer school is an interesting meet-
ing place for both politicians and bureau-
crats from regions all over Europe. Many 
interesting topics were discussed in order to 
exchange best practice, for instance: youth 
participation in regional policy-making, youth 
and climate change, learning by doing – a 
pragmatic approach to education, and youth 
in an e-networking society. More

Termination of the 
membership in AER

Over the last years, Hordaland County Coun-
cil has been a rather moderate user of its 
membership in AER. The county council’s 
Executive Committee decided, in its meet-
ing on 23rd of June 2011 to end Hordaland 
County Council’s membership in AER while 
at the same time giving more focus to the 
membership in CPMR/North Sea commis-
sion. From 2012 Hordaland is therefore no 
longer a member region of AER.

“Andrea Gjerde and Lisbeth Saksvik from Hordaland 
Youth Council with Swiss representative 
Noëmi Schramm”

http://www.cyrenians.org.uk/what_we_do/good_food.aspx
http://www.flevoland.nl/english/flevoland-a-european-prov/summer-school/
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Conference of Peripheral and 
Maritime Regions (CPMR)

Hordaland is one of 156 member regions in 
CPMR. The CPMR works to secure a de-
velopment across the European regions, re-
gardless of their geographical location. 

General Assembly in Århus

This year’s General Assembly of CPMR was 
held in Århus, Denmark from 28th to 30th 
of September. Following the decision by the 
county council’s Executive Committee, Hord-
aland County Council was represented by 
both County Mayor Tom-Christer Nilsen and 
Gisle Handeland (representing he opposition 
parties), in addition to two representatives 
from the county’s International section.

The speeches and debates at the general 
assembly focused on some of the key top-
ics for CPMR: maritime policy, the common 
fisheries policy, accessibility, climate and the 
cohesion policy. Much focus was, however, 
given to the next budget period of the EU and 
the ongoing economic crises in Europe. This 

was also reflected in the final declaration urg-
ing the “European leaders not to miss out on 
this historic opportunity and make no delay in 
taking the decisions that will allow the Euro 
zone, and by extension the EU, to reduce 
their dependence on the financial markets 
and set a new tangible course for the Euro-
pean project that rallies all its stakeholders.” 
Following the General Assembly, CPMR has 
published three political position paper that 
were approved by the members; on the Com-
mon Fisheries Policy post-2012, on the need 
for a new cycle in the Integrated Maritime 
Policy and CPMR’s Opinion on Neighbour-
hood Policy

North Sea 
Commission (NSC)

The North Sea Commission was founded 
in 1989 as a sub-commission to CPMR, in 
order to facilitate and enhance partnerships 
between regions by the North Sea. The NSC 
has 36 member regions, 15 from Norway. 
County Mayor Tom-Christer Nilsen from 
Hordaland County Council is the Norwegian 
representative in the Executive Committee. 
More

General Assembly in Bruges
This year’s Joint Annual Conference for the 
Interreg IVB North Sea Region Programme 
and North Sea Commission and General As-
sembly for the North Sea Commission was 
held in Bruges, Belgium from 21st to 23rd 
of June. The title of the joint conference this 
year was Perspectives for the Future of the 
North Sea Region” and this included both 
the upcoming strategy document ”North 
Sea Region 2020” as well as the next period 
for the North Sea Region Programme. The 
event this year had a larger exhibition part 
where projects within the North Sea Region 

”CPMR’s General Assembly in Århus in September”

http://www.crpm.org/pub/docs/336_en-final-ppp-common_fisheries_policy_post-2012.pdf
http://www.crpm.org/pub/docs/327_en_technical_paper_europe_and_the_sea.pdf
http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=4,7,3
http://www.northseacommission.info/


18

International Newsletter

Programme could display their results and 
where there were several networking activi-
ties. From Hordaland, both “Coast Alive!” and 
“Clean North Sea Shipping” were present in 
the exhibition.

Thematic focus

The strategy document “North Sea Region 
2020” continues to be the organisation’s 
primary focus. At the General Assembly in 
June, the delegates approved the draft docu-

ment to be sent on consultation to the mem-
ber regions as well as to other relevant stake-
holders. As the consultation period ended on 
October 1st, the secretariat had received 22 
different responses. The different proposals 
were discussed by the Executive Committee 
in their meeting in Brussels on October 31st, 
before the final document was approved. The 
document can be found on www.northsea.
org. A communication strategy will be dis-
cussed at the next meeting of the Executive 
Committee, in February 2012. 
More

”NSC’ General Assembly at the Provincial Court in Bruges”

http://www.northsea.org/north-sea-strategy.html
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Regional cooperation in 
Norway: The Regional Council 
for Western Norway

The Regional Council for Western Norway 
is an organisation consisting of 4 County 
Councils on the west coast of Norway: Møre 
og Romsdal, Sogn og Fjordane, Hordaland 
and Rogaland. The council consists of 5 
politicians elected from each of the county 
councils. The leadership and the secretariat 
alternate between the member counties, and 
Rogaland has the leadership in 2011 and 
Hordaland will take over on 1st of January 
2012. The focus areas of the council are; 
international affairs, culture, business devel-
opment and innovation, energy, climate and 

environment, coastal resource management 
and transport. Administrative groups have 
been established for these topic areas. More

This fall, the international group has had one 
meeting, in Stavanger in late November. The 
topics for discussion were issues such as 
the involvement in the North Sea Commit-
tee, including the recently approved strategy 
document “North Sea Region 2020” and the 
next period of the interreg programme. There 
was also a status report on the ongoing pre-
project concerning a possible China Strategy 
for Western Norway. The Stavanger based 
research institute IRIS won the bid to make 
an initial analysis in order to explore the need 
for such a strategy as well as the different 
factors a future strategy would have to take 
into consideration. The report will be finished 
in January 2012

Projects
Interreg IV projects
Hordaland is eligible for participation in the 
following programs; Interreg IV B: The North 
Sea Region Program, Northern Periphery 
Program and the Baltic Sea Program and In-
terreg IV C; Interregional Cooperation.

Information from the National 
Contact Point for the Interreg IVB 
North Sea Region Program 
By Kate Clarke, national contact point

This year’s Joint Annual Conference for the 
North Sea Programme was held in the fabu-
lous medieval city of Bruges in Belgium. As 
usual the programme had joined forces with 
the North Sea Commission and arranged 
interesting plenary presentations and work-

shops for project development. There was 
also a showcase area where current projects 
could inform the delegates of their activities 
and results. Several projects found new part-
ners and inspiration for their project develop-
ment work. 

The autumn call saw a total of 11 project ap-
plications and 2 resubmissions for cluster ac-
tivities. 5 new projects and the 2 clusters were 
approved and the steering committee decid-
ed to open a new special call early next year. 
This will be the final call in the programme 
since all funding both for EU member states 
for the Norway will then be allocated.
To finish off the year all the contact points 
from around the programme area and sev-
eral people from the Secretariat gathered in 
Bergen for a course in facilitation skills run 
by the UK National School of Government. 
The group was shown methods and tools for 
running workshops.

http://www.vestlandsraadet.no/framsida
mailto: katherine.louise.clarke@hfk.no
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Interreg IVB – North Sea Region 
Program 

Coast Alive 
By Tor Titlestad, project manager

The Coast Alive! project has a total of 26 part-
ners and sub partners from the Netherlands, 
UK, Denmark, Sweden and Norway. The aim 
of the project is to develop a set of strategies 
and procedures for mobilising more people 
to use local paths and outdoor facilities for 
recreation and fitness. Coast Alive is a pro-
ject meant to promote physical and outdoors 
activities along the “North Sea-trail”. It has 
been running for 3 years now, and will come 
to an end in August 2012. When the project 
is over it will have conducted around 120 dif-
ferent measures on local and regional level. 
The learning effect from these measures has 
a wide range, and will make the basis for the 
end-report. This in turn will be formatted and 
presented as a tool which owners of natural 
and cultural heritage sites, can easily apply 
to their own projects, using the methodology 
from Coast Alive

The project also has an innovative aspect to 
it, where it tries to look at more unorthodox 
ways to promote nature and culture. That 
brought us to EURISY, where we could get 
a better insight in the practical benefits of 
satellite technology and it has been applied 
in other regions. Together we arranged a 
conference in Bergen in November where 
attendance from Hordaland County Council, 

 “Eurisy conference, Bergen 20th October 2011. Presi-
dent of Eurisy, Colin Hicks, (2nd left) in a conversion 
with County Curator Per Morten Ekerhovd”

businesses and other European Countries 
got an insight in how modern phone-applica-
tions has made satellite-technology accessi-
ble for the masses. 

This opens up new opportunities to directly 
reach out and involve communities and peo-

ple, through the applications and improved 
information regarding nature and culture, en-
vironment, weather, climate and threatened 
biodiversity. And don’t forget the new per-
spectives and opportunities it creates for the 
tourism industry. 
	
As a direct consequence of this collaboration, 
Coast Alive has started the development of 
their own application, which hopefully can be 
of use in many different contexts where you 
have the need for GPS information. More

http://www.coast-alive.eu/
mailto: tor.andreas.titlestad@hfk.no
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StratMoS 

Hordaland County council is one of 29 part-
ners in StratMoS (”Motorways of the Seas 
Strategic Project”) within the North Sea Re-
gion Programme. Hordaland became one of 
the partner regions in the project in Decem-
ber 2008 and has been active in Work Pack-
age C (WPC) and Demonstration Project 3a 
(DP3a). 

The project was formally finished in Brussels, 
6th of September. The target for the Strat-
MoS project has been to transfer as many 
export and import goods as possible from 
road to sea. Lead Partner, Rogaland County 

Council, is now working with the end-report. 
The last year of work has been focused on 
the 29 different partners’ efforts to develop 
SWOT-analyses for harbour and coastal ar-
eas which help identify strengths and weak-
nesses in the different areas. The SWOT-
analyses is a tool developed in co-operation 
with “Maritime Forum Bergen” and it repre-
sents both sea and land-transport. StratMos 
was a follow-up to “Northern Maritime Cor-
ridor” I and II, which had the same targets as 
StratMos. As of now there are no further ini-
tiatives from Lead Partner or any other part-
ners to expand on a project with similar goals 
within the Interreg-area. 
More

http://www.stratmos.com/home
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Clean North Sea Shipping  
By Even Husby, project manager

Clean North Sea Shipping (CNSS) is an In-
terreg IVB project of the North Sea Region 
Programme. The project has 18 partners, 
representing Belgium, Germany, Norway, 
Sweden, Netherlands and the UK. Horda-
land County Council is the lead beneficiary.

CNSS has during its initial phase in 2011 fo-
cused on the collection of basic knowledge 
related to Clean Shipping technology. A web-
site - www.cleantech.cnss.no - is established, 
and contains a comprehensive overview of 
different measures related to the reduction of 
air emission from shipping activities. A bro-
chure presenting the main issues discussed 
on the web site is available from the project 
manager (see www.cnss.no). 

A similar compilation related to policy and 
regulations for emission reduction has also 
been developed, and will be presented on the 
web by the end of 2011.
Several other activities have been initiated, 
including the development of two showcases 
related to LNG and onshore power supply 
(OPS). These activities will be finalised in 
2012. 
The LNG showcase will among other things 
present a documentation of a new site for 
LNG bunkering in the Hamburg area. Both 
legal, environmental, technical and safety is-
sues will be addressed. 
The OPS showcase will also address a range 
of important issues related to the introduction 
of onshore power supply for ships visiting a 
harbour. One element will be a documenta-
tion of the planning and implementation of 
such facilities within the port of Bergen, Nor-
way. More

“Work meeting on Onshore Power Supply (OPS) held in Bergen in November”

http://cnss.no/
mailto: even.husby@hfk.no
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Interreg IVB – Baltic Sea Program
“Baltic Biogas Bus” 

The project Baltic Biogas Bus - BBB, under 
the Baltic Sea Program started in September 
2009. Hordaland County Council, through its 
transport division Skyss, and HOG Energy 
(former Hordaland Oil and Gas) are partners 
in the project. Skyss is primarily a dissemina-
tion partner while HOG is an active contribu-
tor in several work packages. The objective 
of the project is to increase the use of biogas 
as fuel for city buses and by the reducing the 
climate impact of the transport sector. More

Under the title “Biogas as vehicle fuel” Baltic 
Biogas Bus held an International Scientific-
Technical Conference  on 19-20th October 
2011 in Rzeszow, Poland. As part of the 
session “Shifting to biogas buses – cities on 
strategy, political decisions, regulation and 
financial aspects” Nelson Rojas from the Or-
ganisation HOG Energi (formerly Hordaland 
Oil and Gas) gave a speech on the introduc-
tion of biogas buses in Norway. More

The  regional seminar of the project took 
place on  9th of November 2011  at Garder-
moen in Norway. The seminar was organised 
by the Baltic Biogas Bus project and Norsk 
Gassforum and it attracted around 60 partici-

pants. The presentations focused on topics 
such as the various raw materials for produc-
tion of biogas, production methods and the 
availability of biogas in Norway, the climate 
and environmental impact of biogas as a fuel 
compared to other fuels and the different 
types of gas buses that are available on the 
Norwegian market and what we can expect 
in the future. More

Baltic Biogas Bus

Interreg IVB – Northern Periphery

Craft International – following up 
on past success 
By Terje Inderhaug, project manager

Hordaland’s new international artisan de-
velopment project builds on the successful 
Économusée Northern Europe work which 
created twice as many new jobs as predicted 
over the last few years. Building on the same 
Canadian concept, the new project aims to 
expand the artisan network of high quality, 
expert crafts people and at the same time 
ensure that knowledge of the network and 
its expertise is included in high-level tourism 
strategies in all partner regions.

With partners in Sweden, Iceland, the 
Faeroes, Greenland, Northern Ireland, Ire-

land and in Quebec, the project is already 
earmarking new artisan businesses for inclu-
sion.  By the time the project closes at the 

“From the opening of glassblower 
economuseum in Bergen”

http://www.balticbiogasbus.eu/web/
http://www.balticbiogasbus.eu/web/news/mid-term-international-symposium.aspx
http://www.balticbiogasbus.eu/web/news/regional-seminar-gardemoen-norway.aspx
mailto: terje.inderhaug@hfk.no
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end of 2013, the plan is to have in place a 
structure that can look after these artisans 
well into the future. The project aims to help 
the craft businesses to project their image of 

“Councty Councillor Helge Andre Njååstad will be 
heading the Craft International steering Committee. 
Here with Lisbeth Iversen from Bergen’s  city govern-
ment, glassblower Stine Hoff and director of culture 
Anna Elisa Tryti

high quality products internationally and with-
in their home regions. The internet will be-
come a very useful tool for this profile building 
and new approaches to Internet marketing, 
such as QR codes will be introduced to de-
ploy 3 and 4th generation mobile telephone 
technology to position the businesses.

In Hordaland this project has become an 
NCE-Norwegian Centre of Excellence for 
Tourism “cultural heritage competence” pro-
ject, where the tourism industry will assist in 
developing the services and attractions of 
the established Economusées to the public. 
There are also several very interesting new 
candidates ready for development into 4 new 
economusées in the county in the Craft Inter-
national project period to come. More

Other programmes: 
INTERACT

Hordaland County Council to 
OPEN DAYS in INTERACT-project 

The EU program INTERACT plays an im-
portant role to all European Territorial Co-
operation programs by providing practical 
support, training and advise on management 
techniques, financial issues etc. INTERACT 
is concerned with the output from projects in 
general, and claims that too many Interreg 
projects fail to reach their targets as a result 
of poor administration and management. In 
2010 Hordaland County Council was invited 
to join a pilot project with partners from five 
countries, in addition to the EU Commission 
and INTERACT IP Valencia to look into this 
challenge. The aim was to present docu-
mentation from selected regions to prove the 

value of transregional cooperation using ef-
ficient, creative and simplified methodologies 
to reach the goals agreed upon. 

Hordaland Country Council was picked to 
join this project on basis of what is achieved 
in our cooperation with Thüringen, and the 
positive feedback from INTERACT on how 
we have managed to connect Norwegian 
regional development funds (RUP) and EU 
Structural funds (ERDF and ESF). 

The final report was presented in a workshop 
under OPEN DAYS in Brussels in October. 
The output of the project is considered an 
important contribution on how to succeed in 
transregional cooperation. DG Regio / EU 
(Directorate General for Regional Policy) has 
expressed a wish for this project to continue 
into a phase 2, and continue to detect and 
promote more efficient and successful ways 
of management in transnational and transna-
tional cooperation at all levels.

http://www.hordaland.no/Aktuelt/Nyhende/Stine-Hoff-lagar-gull-av-grastein/
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4 Youth and 
internationalisation

Leonardo da Vinci Programme

Hordaland County Council is a regional con-
tact point for the LdV-programme. The target 
groups of the programme are primarily ap-
prentices and students in vocational second-
ary schools as well as teachers and people 
responsible for the training in companies 
and training offices. Every year 50-70 people 
from the region receive placements in Euro-
pean companies and institutions where they 
will acquire new skills, both professional and 
personal. 

There are also participants from the Leonar-
do-programme coming to Norway for place-
ments in local companies and institutions in 
Hordaland.

Youth in Action Programme

YOUTH IN ACTION is the EU programme for 
young people aged 13-30 and youth lead-
ers. It promotes mobility within and beyond 
the EU borders, intercultural dialogue and 
non-formal learning (“learning by doing”), 
and encourages the inclusion of all young 
people. A variety of activities can get EU 
support,  like  international youth exchanges, 
youth democracy projects, local youth initia-
tives and seminars for youth workers. In addi-
tion there is a possibility for all young people 
aged 18-30 to work and live in one of EU’s 
countries for one year, with all expenses cov-
ered for the young person.  More 

This autumn Hordaland County Council sent 
volunteers to Greece (Athens), Lithuania 
(Vilnius), Germany (Göhrwill) and Scotland 
(Edinburgh). Especially the two volunteers in 
Athens experienced a country in political and 
social unrest, as their host organization was 
almost closed down because of lack of public 

finances. Several youth workers from Horda-
land have attended Youth in Action trainings 
and seminars, and they all felt it was a great 
learning experience and it brought new im-
pulses into their work.

Hordaland was involved in an EVS Group 
Project in Galicia, Spain, last year with vol-
unteers from 18 different countries. This au-
tumn we were invited to attend an evaluation 
seminar in Santiago de Compostela, as well 
as the National Conference of Volunteering in 
La Coruna – both within the framework of the 
European Year of Volunteering 2011. One ex-
volunteer and one officer from ten different 
European countries contributed to an EVS 
handbook of best practice. New plans for 
project cooperation between Hordaland and 
Galicia have been made. By the November 
1st deadline, seven new YiA partnership pro-
jects have been applied for. As an example 
we are involved in a project about youth and 
extremism, and applied for financial support 
for a youth seminar on this topic in London.

http://www.aktivungdom.eu/
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Active High Schools

Many of the high schools in Hordaland are 
very active in the international field. Some of 
the partnerships with schools in our partner 
regions have already been mentioned. Be-
low, you will find an example of a completely 
different activity, from Lønborg videregående 
skole.

Students from Lønborg Upper 
Secondary School fighting for “life 
and death” in the Czech Republic
By Berit Bakka, international coordinator, 
Lønborg videregående

Students from Lønborg have participated in 
an international first aid competition for the 
last three years. The competition is held an-
nually in the end of June, and our students 
have been quite successful with their posi-
tions. Students from several European coun-
tries participate every year.

The competition is held in Jihlava in the Czech 
Republic, organized by our partner school to-
gether with local ambulance personnel. They 
prepare challenging first aid tasks for the 
students, like big car accidents with a lot of 
“blood”, “bullet wounds”, “heart attack”; there 
are lots of episodes where our students had 
to practice their knowledge about first aid.
The students from Lønborg fought eagerly 
for their school, they cooperated very well 
in order to solve the tasks, and communica-
tion was in English. Since those injured were 
Czechs, we had an interpreter, and this was 
useful in the cases where the students could 
talk to the “injured”.

To improve the knowledge of first aid is one 
of the main objectives for Lønborg when 
deciding to join this competition. An addi-
tional benefit is the friendships that are made 
across borders with participants from Ger-
many, Austria, Slovakia and the Czech Re-
public. Although a bit insecure in the start, 
the students realized that their knowledge of 
English is quite good. Our students stayed in 
host families, and this has resulted in many 
good memories about hospitality and friendli-
ness.

This year our students came second in the 
group of foreign teams. After the competition 
we got a guided tour to the local air ambu-
lance. A doctor, a pilot and a lifesaver demon-
strated equipment and answered questions.
The host school had also prepared an excur-
sion to a school for handicapped children. 
There were two teachers from Lønborg ac-
companying our students, and they have 
both a fairly long service in upper secondary 
schools in Norway. The visit at this special 
school made a strong impression on them; 
they told they got a lump in their throat when 
experiencing the enthusiasm, the patience 
and the happiness among the personnel and 
children.

Both students and teachers express gratitude 
for being able to participate in this competi-
tion, and think they learn a lot. Having the op-
portunity to get to know students and teach-
ers from other European countries is also an 
invaluable experience. We cannot thank the 
host school enough for preparing the com-
petition, but not the least for preparing eve-
rything for us, so that students and teachers 
get memories, friendships and knowledge for 
life.

The students had their hands full Every Action is assessed

mailto:berit.bakka@hfk.no
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6 Other activities
Successful qualifier for World 
Pesto Championship. 
On 11th of September, the qualifier for the 
World Pesto Championship was arranged 
by Hordaland County Council during Bergen 
Food Festival. The event was made possible 
through Hordaland County Council’s long co-
operation with the Liguria region in Italy. The 
winner would represent Norway and Horda-
land in the international finale in Genova, It-
aly, the 17th of March 2012. The competition 
was judged by Italian Mauro Canepa, togeth-
er with Norwegian co-judge; Stig Hammers-
land from Sandsli upper secondary school.
 
The winner of the qualifier was Elin Kvamme. 
She is the head of the slow-food organisa-
tion in Bergen and in March next year she will 
compete in Italy, where the movement origi-
nates. She will meet more than 100 contest-
ants from all corners of the world. The price 
was handed out by the Norwegian minister of 
health; Anne-Grete Strøm-Erichsen. Horda-
land County Council is delighted to send Elin 
to Italy in March, and we wish her the best of 
luck. More

translation of the Norwegian electronic plan-
ning tool “AkvaVis” to Chinese.	

China and Hordaland talks 
Hordaland County Council, alongside re-
searchers from the Institute of Marine Re-
search and Christian Michelsen Research, 
both located in Bergen, made a success-
ful and productive visit to Beijing and the 
Qingdao region in China in September. Dur-
ing their stay, they met with Chinese Acad-
emy of Fishery Sciences, businesses and 
local authorities in order to introduce and 
develop an improved planning-tool for aqua-
culture. A major step in that direction is the 

“Delegation from Hordaland with representatives at 
Chinese Academy of Fishery Sciences”

Inge Døskeland from Hordaland County 
Council took part in the visit, advocating for 
the AkvaVis-tool and further partnership with 
the Chinese. He says the meetings were 
overall positive with a lot of progress. Build-
ing healthy relationship with Chinese entre-
preneurs is in the best interest for both Nor-
way and China, particularly for Hordaland as 
fisheries is a major industry here. More

“NCE Tourism – Fjord 
Norway” goes to Bilbao
Marta Rongved Dixon and Berit Vetlefjord 
from Hordaland County Council joined 20 
other participants from Western Norway on 
a study trip to Bilbao in Spain this Septem-
ber. The trip was organised by NCE Tourism 
– Fjord Norway. This is a “Norwegian Cen-
tre of Expertise” in tourism by the hub called 
“FjordNorway”, and Hordaland County Coun-
cil is one of the partners in this cluster. The 
aim of the visit to Bilbao was to get a bet-
ter understanding of the region, and to learn 

http://www.hordaland.no/Hordaland-fylkeskommune/Regional-utvikling/Regional-utvikling---aktuelt/Kina-og-Hordaland-snakkar-saman/
http://www.hordaland.no/Internasjonalt/Internasjonalt---aktuelt/Elin-Kvamme-skal-til-VM-i-pesto/
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about the tourism and culture in the area. 
The trip to Bilbao was very inspirational and 
gave great network-opportunities for people 
in the tourism industry in both Hordaland and 
Spain. With both the tourism and culture sec-
tor present, important ties between these two 
sectors were also built. NCE Tourism later 
went on to present the outcomes and impres-
sions from the trip at tourism conference in 
Kristiansund. More

St. Olav Chapel in 
Covarrubias opened 
– after 750 years
When (Bergen born) Norwegian Princess 
Kristina left for Spain in 1257 to marry the 
brother of Castilian king Alfonso X, her great-
est wish was to build a chapel honouring St. 
Olav, in her new country. The king granted 
her this wish, but it took almost 750 years 
before the chapel was finally realised, in the 
north Spanish village Covarrubias, where 
Princess Kristina’s sarcophagus can still be 
found. The Princess Kristina Foundation has 
worked hard to achieve this. Former County 
Mayor of Hordaland, Toril Selsvold Nyborg 
participated in the opening ceremony on Sep-
tember 18th. Hordaland County Council has 
also given financial support to a permanent 
exhibition in the entrance to the chapel. The 
exhibition shows Kristina’s life and her travel 
from Norway to Spain through, among other 
things, a reproduction of Gerhard Munthe’s 
“Kristina fresco” that once decorated the 
Håkon Hall in Bergen (from 1910-16 until the 
bombing in 1944) and whose sketches can 
still be found in Bergen Art Museum. More

Successful conference on 
demographic challenges 
On October 26th, Hordaland County Coun-
cil’s International section, together with the 
West-Norway Office in Brussels,  arranged 
and hosted a conference called; ”Demo-
graphic Change – from problem to resource”. 
This was West Norway’s contribution to the 
European meeting series “Europe in my re-
gion” and was held in Bergen for the third 
year running. There was a good turnout of 
participants, with a broad representation 
from politicians to businesses and municipal-
ity officials. Among the wide range of speak-
ers were guests from Slovenia, the Nether-
lands and UK. 

”The St. Olav Chapel in Covarrubias”

“Speakers Helene Systad, Roos Galjaard and 
Mihaela Vorsic”

The highly relevant theme of demographic 
change was divided into three sub-themes, 
each shedding light on specific aspects; 
“Wave of Elderly” and challenges for the 
health care system, Integration of new demo-
graphic groups, and Keeping the young in the 
local community. The response was overall 
very positive and there was a clear apprecia-
tion for having an event like this where you 
come together and discuss these critical is-
sues in a broad perspective. 
All the presentations from the conference are 
available on our websites. More

http://www.fjordnorway.com/Global/NCE%20Tourism/Konferanse%202011/14-2_NCE-Tourism-Fjord2.0-konferanse-2011_Gunhild-Vevik.pdf
http://tb.no/kultur/her-er-kapellet-prinsesse-kristina-dromte-om-1.6499338
http://www.hordaland.no/Internasjonalt/Internasjonalt---aktuelt/Vellukka-internasjonal-konferanse-26-oktober/
http://www.fundacionprincesakristina.com/
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COP10 hosted in Bergen from Hordaland and Rogaland County Coun-
cils to develop digital educational tools aimed 
at the secondary level. The benefits with the 
tool are many, the costs low and it is easily 
applicable in many schools, across boarders. 

Over 400 delegates attended the 10th Meet-
ing of the Conference of the Parties (COP10) 
to the Convention on the Conservation of 
Migratory Species (CMS). The International 
agreement is part of the Bonn Convention 
and managed by United Nations Environ-
ment Programme. The Norwegian Directo-
rate of Nature Management played a central 
part in the organisation of the event. 
Bergen was honoured to host this highly im-
portant conference, and it all started in the 
Grieg-hall with a ceremony where Hordaland 
County Council’s Tom-Christer Nilsen gave 
a warm welcome. The County Mayor high-
lighted the importance of global co-operation 
amongst nations, and stressed the urgency 
of the current situation for migratory species 
and thus the need for action. The conference 
saw a great mix of both government officials, 
as well as many key NGOs that play a vital 
role in this convention. In the end, it was an 
overall success, with many resolutions be-
ing agreed upon, funding for several projects 
found, and the framework standing clearer 
and stronger. More

Project from Hordaland gets 
honorary mention in European 
Public Sector Awards 
During the award ceremony for the Europe-
an Public Sector Award which took place in 
Maastricht in November, Hordaland County 
Council’s contribution NDLA received a 
special honorary mention. The critically ac-
claimed project “Nasjonal digital læringsare-
na – NDLA” (Open Educational Resources 
For Secondary Schools) is a joint initiative 

”Deputy Mayor Mona Hellesnes and Head of Project 
Øyvinf Høines with diploma from European Public 
Sector Award”

The project leader Øivind Høines from Hord-
aland County Council attended the award-
ceremony alongside Deputy County Mayor 
Mona Hellesnes. In addition to a diploma and 
a special honorary mention at the ceremony 
they got the opportunity to present the project 
to an attentive audience. The competition for 
the European Public Sector Award is fierce, 
and just to be one of the thirteen nominees 
is extremely encouraging when you consider 
that the number of reviewed projects is 274! 
More

Dentistry best practise from 
Hordaland to Lithuania
Lithuanian representatives from local child 
services came to Bergen to learn how Hord-
aland works on monitoring dental check-ups 
of children as a means to track child negli-
gence. In Lithuania it is a challenge even to 
get children to the dentist, as many parents 
don’t understand the importance of it. There 
are also severe lacks in the public dentistry 
service. More importantly, regular dentist-
checks can reveal child negligence or abuse. 
Hordaland County Council is responsible for 
dentistry in the region and along with other 
West-Norwegian Counties we have worked 
out solid routines to identify and mitigate the 

http://www.regjeringen.no/nb/dep/md/tema/naturmangfold/bonnkonvensjonens-partsmote-i-bergen-20-.html?id=662716
http://www.hordaland.no/Aktuelt/Nyhende/Diplom-og-heiderleg-omtale-til-norsk-skulesatsing/
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issue of abuse and low attendance. It has 
proved to be effective and successful so far. 
These routines impressed the Lithuanian vis-
itors, and we hope they can find it helpful in 
addressing their issues at home. More

International activities in the 
municipalities – survey and 
follow up
Hordaland County Council’s International 
section conducted a county-wide survey 
spring 2011 to get an overview of international 
activities in municipalities in Hordaland. The 
objective was to enhance the use of interna-
tionalisation as a tool in local development. 
The overall impression is that the municipali-
ties would like to be more active in this field, 
but that lack of time and knowledge are the 
main obstacles. Projects within the cultural 
and educational field are most frequent. Re-
cently there has been a follow-up visit to three 
municipalities; Meland, Fedje and Sveio. The 
meetings were very interesting and construc-
tive and provided a valuable insight into the 
needs and challenges, but also the positive 
development in the municipalities. An objec-
tive of the internationalisation effort is also to 
strengthen the cooperation between the pro-
fessionals on regional and local levels within 
different sectors like climate, environment, 
public health, education etc. As an early re-
sult two representatives from Fedje followed 
the Hordaland delegation to the Orkney Is-
lands in December 2011 to establish further 
partnership. 

Hordaland County Council’s International 
section will continue the dialog meetings with 
the municipalities in 2012. Future activities 
in this regional-local cooperation on interna-
tionalisation will typically be project develop-
ment and participation, exchange of experi-
ences, participation in different international 
conferences etc. And not at least networking 
activities in Hordaland with focus on develop-
ing international competence and skills, moti-
vation and support.

Nordhordland promotional 
video gets international 
recognition 
The latest promotion-video for the North 
Hordaland region is not your average promo-
video with dull music and out-dated fonts. It is 
a highly creative and entertaining video that 
truly showcases the region in an exceptional 
and successful matter. Aol Travel is one of the 
top travel-pages on the web, and the video 
from Hordaland was put right on their front-
page. Further, they went on to say: “This is 
one of the most creative promotional videos 
we’ve ever seen. Well played, Nordhordland.” 

The region offers spectacular landscapes, 
from coastlines to mountain, and it has a lot 
of up and coming industries. It is modern 
yet remote. All these qualities were smartly 
captured in the video. We highly recommend 
everyone to see the video, and of course to 
find the inspiration to go there! More

For more information, 
www.hordaland.no/internasjonalt
Editing completed on December 16th, 2011

http://www.hordaland.no/Aktuelt/Nyhende/Tannlegerutinar-pa-Vestlandet-skal-danne-monster-for-Noreg-og-Litauen/
http://www.gadling.com/2011/11/14/video-of-the-day-from-nordhordland-with-love/?a_dgi=aolshare_facebook


International Affairs, 
P.O.Box 7900, 
5020 Bergen, Norway


